
 

 

Cycling and Suffrage. 

    

 Just a year ago when speaking at a meeting of the  

 Cyclists’ Touring Club in London...I made a statement that I was   

 not a suffragette. It was an honest statement, yet untrue, for on  

 looking into the matter seriously I find I have never been  

 anything else. 

 
             Extract from a speech by Rose Lamartine Yates: How I became a suffragist. 



 

Cycling suffragettes, c.1910. 

There are strong links between women’s suffrage and cycling. The Women’s Social and Political Union, led 

by Emmeline Pankhurst, sent cyclist scouts out into the British countryside to stage impromptu meetings 

and promote “Votes for Women.” Bicycles could be equipped with side panels carrying WSPU slogans.  

They also offered suffragettes a convenient means to escape from hostile crowds. 



 

Rose and Tom Lamartine Yates on their Raleigh bicycles ( donated to the CTC museum in 1933. ) 

Rose shared an interest in cycling with her future husband, Tom. In 1900 she joined the Cyclists’ Touring 

Club ( then a powerful organisation with 40,000 members ). The couple rode with the club and enjoyed  

cycling tours through Ireland, Scotland and parts of Europe, dressed in the brown Saxony cloth CTC uniform. 

Tom was a CTC councillor and as a club member, Rose enjoyed the same rights and privileges as men,  

including the ability to vote in council elections. In 1907, following a heated battle between longstanding  

members and modern reformers, Rose became the first female CTC councillor. She retained the post until  

her resignation in 1915.  

In 1919, as a London County Councillor, Rose opened the first LCC cycle lane on St.Helier Avenue, Morden. 



 

Former site of the Bay Tree Hotel, junction of Kingston Road and Montague Road, Merton Park. 

The Bay Tree was a Temperance Hotel, popular with cyclists and was also linked to the Wimbledon and 

Merton Radicals organisation. At this time many people from political or religious groups were keen on  

cycling - Rose Lamartine Yates was familiar with the Bay Tree both in her capacity as a Cyclists’ Touring 

Club councillor and also as a local suffragette. The Hotel was used for a range of women’s suffrage  

meetings, particularly during the winter of 1913. 


